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The Award-Winning Series Devoted to Helping Children Navigate Major Life Changes and 
Celebrating Families of All Kinds Reinforces the Value of Tolerance

Releasing in Gay Pride Month, June 2020 

FREEDA THE FROG™

AND THE TWO MOMMAS NEXT DOOR
By Nadine Haruni

Art by Tina Modugno

“A children’s picture book that brings to light the importance of sharing all different kinds of family 
dynamics… The narrative is youthful and filled with lovely laughable puns, while also relating the 
message that two parents of the same sex is simply a different family arrangement… Children come up 
with what feels like millions of questions in a day, so any type of story that could answer one of those 
questions is definitely a story that needs to be shared.”

—Erin Nicole Cochran, Readers’ Favorite (5-star review)       
  

For toddlers, preschoolers, and older kids too, the world of grown-ups is often confusing and 

sometimes scary. In her Freeda the Frog™ children’s book series, author Nadine Haruni makes coping 

with various life challenges easier for little ones with the help of a momma frog, Freeda, and her three little 

tadpoles, Frannie, Frank, and Jack. The first four books deal with common issues: divorce; a parent’s 

remarriage and becoming part of a blended family; moving to a new city or town and starting a new 

school; and the loss of a pet or loved one. 

In her fifth book, Freeda the Frog™ and the Two Mommas Next Door (Mascot Books; June 2, 

2020), Nadine Haruni helps kids understand that families come in all shapes, colors, and sizes. 

- more -



The tadpoles are surprised and filled with questions when they first meet their new neighbors, 

Jessica and her parents, Morgan and Irene. Why does Jessica have two mommas? Does not having a 

mommy and daddy like most kids make her feel weird?     

But their momma, Freeda, encourages Frannie, Frank, and Jack get to know Jessica’s two 

mommas. Before long, the tadpoles discover that Morgan and Irene are a lot like other mommas they 

know. Through spending time with Jessica and her mommas, the tadpoles realize that families can have 

two mommas or two daddies—because what really makes a family is love.     

Freeda the Frog™ and the Two Mommas Next Door is published to coincide with Gay Pride 

Month. But it isn’t a book just for children with same-sex parents or for kids in the LGBTQ+ community. 

Says Nadine Haruni: “The common thread of all the books is to not only be helpful to kids and families 

who can relate to these specific situations, but to help all kids recognize that no two families look the 

same, and encourage an environment of awareness, empathy, and inclusivity.”

The Freeda the Frog™ series also serves as a tool to help parents, educators, and school 

counselors open up conversations about difficult topics with children in an upbeat and non-scary way. 

Towards that goal, each book offers discussion questions at the end. The entire series has been leveled 

for the schools to align to National Education standards, and all five books have all received a Readers’ 

Favorite 5-star review and the Gold Mom’s Choice Award for excellence in the family-friendly picture book 

category. 

“We are happy to award deserving books like Freeda the Frog and the Two Mommas Next Door,” 

says Dawn Matheson, CEO, Mom’s Choice Awards. “Our panel of judges really felt this book merited a 

place on our list of the best in family-friendly products that parents and educators can feel confident in 

using.”  

Future topics for Freeda and her tadpoles to explore include adoption, Special Needs’ kids, a new 

baby sibling, and a parent returning to work. Each book reinforces Nadine Haruni’s mission of “helping 

families of all species, one tadpole at a time.” 

 
About the Author
NADINE HARUNI is the author her Freeda the Frog™ children’s book series, which addresses 
various real-life “stuff,” celebrates the different types of family situations, and helps kids know that 
they’re not alone. She frequently does book events, interviews, and podcasts throughout New York, 
New Jersey, and Connecticut. Nadine has gone through a divorce herself and is now the mother of five 
kids in a blended family.  
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The Freeda the Frog™ Children’s Book Series
Helping families of all species…one tadpole at a time.

Freeda the Frog™ Gets a Divorce
Freeda the Frog™ & Her New Blue Family
Freeda the Frog™ Is On the Move
Freeda the Frog™ Says Farewell to Her Fish
Freeda the Frog™ and the Two Mommas Next Door
www.freedathefrog.com



 
Suggested Interview Questions for

NADINE HARUNI
Author of the Freeda the Frog™ Children’s Book Series

1. What first inspired you to create the character of Freeda, a momma frog?

2. Would you tell us about the influence of your own mother, Freeda, on your work as a writer of 
children’s books? 

3. Do the three tadpoles, Frannie, Frank, and Jack share personality traits with your children?   

4. How did the first book in your Freeda the Frog™ series help both you and your two young 
children cope with your divorce?

5. Would you tell us about your own blended family and Freeda the Frog™ & Her New Blue 
Family?

6. Did real-life events also play a role in Freeda the Frog™ Is On the Move?

7. Beyond helping kids and parents with challenging real-life situations, how is the Freeda the 
Frog™ used by teachers and school counselors?

8. Your latest book, Freeda the Frog™ and the Two Mommas Next Door, is being released in Gay 
Pride Month but, as you stress, it’s not a book geared to children with gay parents. Why are you 
committed to helping kids in all kinds of families recognize the importance of inclusivity and 
tolerance? 

9. How can Freeda the Frog™ Says Farewell to Her Fish help children mourning the loss of not just 
a pet but also a grandparent, parent, sibling, or other loved one?

10. Your series tackles some heavy subjects. Why did you choose to create picture books for toddlers 
and preschoolers instead of chapter books for middle-grade readers? 

11. Would you tell us about your collaborative process with your illustrator, Tina Modugno?

12. Can older kids relate to Freeda and her tadpoles the same way little ones do? 

13. What other topics do you plan to address in future books?

14. Would you like to see Freeda and her tadpoles live beyond your books, perhaps in animated 
television series?

15. What is your ultimate goal or hope for the Freeda the Frog™ children’s books series?
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